For the 8th NOAA Testbeds & Proving Grounds Workshop, 25-26 April 2017NWS Training
Center Auditorium, Kansas City, MO

“Analysis and Nowcast Branch (AFS11):
A New Branch in NWS HQ to Improve 0-18 Hour Forecast”

Young-Joon “YJ” Kim* and Mark Tew

Analysis and Mission Support Division (AMSD)
Analyze, Forecast, and Support Office (AFSO)
National Weather Service/NOAA/DOC
Silver Spring, MD 20910

*Branch Chief
young-joon.kim@noaa.gov, 301-367-6259 (Mobile), 301-427-9387 (Office)

Abstract

By the executive decision of the NWS Administrator, Dr. Louis Uccellini, a new
branch, Analysis and Nowcast Branch (AFS11), has recently been created within
the Analyze, Forecast, and Support (AFS) Office at the NWS Headquarters in
Maryland. The primary responsibilities of AFS11 are; to find methodologies or
techniques to improve short-term weather forecast and nowcast (0-18 hours); to
verify and validate new tools and innovations, designed to help forecasters
assimilate, analyze and exploit environmental data to improve forecast and
warning services; and to validate tools created both internally and externally
within the weather enterprise, academia, or other federal agencies to verify the
accuracy of the information being provided that in turn helps recommend which
tools will be targeted for investment and implemented to field offices for
operational use. The new branch will seek collaboration with the TBPG
community via its OPG delegation (to be hired), in coordination with the Office of
Science and Technology Integration (STI). An introduction of AFS11 together with
its work scope and perspectives will be presented.



